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from the Manse - 
Dear Friends, 
 
One of the Sunday readings recently was the account 
of Jacob “wrestling” with God.  On that occasion we 
considered what this was all about and I reflected on 
the connection between three areas of potential 
conflict in our lives - physical, emotional (mental) 
and spiritual.  Different problems and difficulties can 
affect us in so many ways but these three areas are 
not separate, they are connected.  As we look after 
our bodies we must also strive to look after our 
emotional/ mental health and well as our spiritual 
life. 
 
In preparation to do 72 miles of the Camino de 
Santiago next October I am realising more and more 
the interconnectedness of the three and the 
importance of preparing, not just my body physically 
with visits to the gym and walking, but also my mind 
as I focus on the challenge and spiritually as I 
prepare for a pilgrimage. 
 
Preparation for anything, especially something new, 
is paramount to the success of whatever we are 
taking on.  Advent is not only the build up to 
Christmas, it is also the beginning of a new church 
year.  How we prepare for that new year, a time of 
new beginnings, and for Christmas is so important 
because for many it can be a time of “wrestling”.  
This can vary from the physical preparations and the 
busyness which can exhaust us through to emotions 
running high when we are missing someone who is 
no longer with us and the many pressures bearing on 
us. 
 
Sunday by Sunday in Advent we will be journeying 
through different themes helping us to prepare 
spiritually, in our faith life, to welcome Christ anew 
into our lives.  When we do that and we find a peace 
in all of the madness going on around us we can 
know that peace permeating every part of our being, 
affecting how we feel within ourselves and how we 
feel about what is happening in the world. 
 
By the time Christmas comes we will entered a new 
chapter in the life of our nation following the 
General Election.  Wherever we stand and whatever 
we believe that spiritual focus helps to ground us in 
our Sovereign God who in his son has assured us 
that he is the same “yesterday, today and forever.”  
In all of the changing scenes of life, the physical and 
emotional traumas, it is good to know who we can 
trust in, the one who made promises, never reneged 
on them but brought them to life in Jesus. 
 
 
May the Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts at Christmas, 
be King of our lives today and forever. 
 
Every blessing be on you and yours this season, 
throughout and beyond. 
 
Your friend and minister. 

           
————————— 

SERVICES 
December 
15      11 a.m. Third Sunday in Advent 
  What do you see? 
           Hymns, Anthems, Readings and Reflections. 
 
22      11 a.m. Fourth Sunday in Advent 
  Back to Basics. 
  A Nativity Tale for Today. 
 7 p.m. Joint Service of Lessons and Carols 
        St. Margaret’s Roman Catholic Church. 
 
24 6.30 p.m. All Age Christingle Service 
      Surprise, surprise . . . a journey full of surprises! 
 11.30 p.m. Christmas Eve Watchnight 
   Service.  
      (refreshments served in hall 
before the service and informal Carol singing in the 
church at 11.15 p.m.) 
 
29 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
              Joseph’s journeys, our journeys. 
January 2020 
5 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
   Overwhelmed with joy. 
   Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 
12 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
   The anointed time. 
 
19 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
   An encouraging start. 
 
26 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
   Cross purposes. 
   Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
 
February 
2 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
   God’s values, our values. 
  ——————————— 

DRIVERS / FLOWER DELIVERY. 
December 
8 Ian McIndoe. 
15 Alison Sefton. 
22 Alan Provan. 
29 Jillian McQuarrie. 
January 2020 
5 Belle Clark. 

——————————— 
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FLOWER CALENDAR 
December 
8 Janet Russell, Ann Clark. 
15 Irene Yates. 
22 Isobel Paterson, Jean Clarke. 
29 Christmas Flowers. 
On Sunday, 15th December, the Flower Calendar 
for 2020 will be ready in the Church.  The Calendar 
is located on the wall on the right hand side of the 
door as you leave the church to go into the hall.  If 
you wish to choose a specific Sunday to put flowers 
in the church, please write your name against that 
date.  There is room on the Calendar for two separate 
donations of flowers each Sunday. 
If you are happy for the flower committee to 
organise and arrange your flowers, just give your 
donation (about £25) to one of the flower conveners.  
Flowers will then be collected from the florist and 
arranged on your behalf. 
You may, however, wish to buy and arrange your 
own choice of flowers.  You are very welcome to do 
so, but please let the Flower Conveners know in 
advance. 
The flower service us very much appreciated - thank 
you.     Flower Conveners: Avril Cockburn 
(769134), 
            Margaret Jack (767898). 

—————————— 
WELCOME TEAMS 

December 
8 Team Leader: David Watt 
 Linda Francis, Margaret Jack, Allister Jack,  
  Alison Sefton, David Walker. 
15 Team Leader : Drew Glen 
 Billy Brooks, George Grant, Janet Nimmo, 
 Tom Sorbie, Isabel Sorbie, Karen Taylor. 
22 Team Leader :  
 Lesley Aitken, Irene Bremner, Carol Hamilton, 
 Gordon Lind, Liz Riddell. 
29 Team Leader : Irene Yates 
 Avril Cockburn, Alan Cox, Alison Gray, 
 Beatrice Holden, George Lowdon, Julie Fleming. 
 
January 2020 
5 Team Leader : David Gillespie 
 Christine Cassells, Christine Gibb, Anne 
Grainge,  Jim Neilson, Jim Nimmo. 
12 Team Leader : Elizabeth Roberton 
 Mima Dalziel, Isabell Gibson, George Grant,  
  George Lawson, Morag Stewart. 
19 Team Leader : Bobby Forrest 
 Fraser Gillespie,  Mairi Mitchell, Jim Thomson,  
  William Watson, Maggie Weir, 
 Catherine Whellans. 
26 Team Leader:  
 Alex Anderson, Sandy Black, Wilma Davidson,  
  John Jarvie,  Anne Learmonth, Dan 
Russell. 
 
February 
2 Team Leader: Moira Gartshore 
 Matt Fleming, Margaret Jarvie, Jean Kinniburgh, 
  Elaine McGuire, George Randall, Ronnie 
Wright. 

—————————— 
 
 
 

 
Used Postage Stamps 

Another wee reminder with Christmas fast 
approaching, please keep saving your stamps for our 
Church’s World Mission. You can pass them to 
Jennifer Milne or leave at the Church entrance any 
Sunday with the Welcome Team. 
      JENNIFER MILNE 

——————————— 
BIBLE READINGS 

November 
3 2 Thessalonians 1 : 1 - 4, 11 - 12. 
 Isaiah 1 : 10 - 18. Luke 19 : 1 - 10. 
10 Job 19 : 23 - 27a, 
 2 Thessalonians 2 : 1 - 5 , 13 - 17. 
17 2 Thessalonians 3 : 6 - 13. 
24 Luke 23 : 33 - 43, Jeremiah 23 : 1 - 16. 
 Colossians 1 : 11 - 20. 

—————————— 

TRAIDCRAFT 
Once again, my sincere thanks to all who have 
supported Traidcraft by purchasing Christmas Cards 
and other goods using the current catalogue. Your 
support is greatly appreciated as this helps the 
suppliers receive a fair wage for their products. 
I would also like to thank all who help with the stall 
in any way, particularly the volunteers who staff the 
stall each Sunday after the morning service giving 
their time to help with this method of outreach 
within the congregation. 
The Traidcraft stall will NOT be available for 4 
Sundays after 22nd December, but reopens on 
Sunday, 26th January 2020.         DAVID WALKER 

——————————— 
THANKS 

Betty Wilson extends her thanks to the congregation for 
the lovely flowers received recently.  
Grace Spiers would like to thank Robbie, Mairi and Liz 
for their kind visits, also the congregation for the lovely 
flowers.  Thanks to all of you. 
Mary Lyons thanks the New Wellwynd Church for the 
lovely flowers received on Harvest Sunday.  They were 
very much appreciated.  Thanks also for prayers and 
love.   
Anne Learmonth would like to thank friends for their 
support, prayers and thoughts, cards, visits, calls and 
texts over the last couple of months. A very happy 
Christmas to all xx. 
Helen Smith would like to thank the Church for the 
lovely flowers sent to her after leaving hospital. 

————————— 

CAR DUTY ROTA 
The Car / Flower Duty Rota for January to July 2020 
is now on display in the Crush Hall.  Please amend 
any change of driver on this rota if you cannot 
manage on your allocated date.  If you are not able 
to arrange a change, please phone Belle Clark on 
01236 754966. 
A big THANK-YOU to all of you who help with 
this worthwhile task.  All that you need is a car, in 
case anyone takes ill in church, and 30 minutes of 
your time to deliver the flowers after church. 
If you would like to add your name to the list, or 
would like more information, please phone me. 
               BELLE CLARK 

—————————— 



 

 

SENIOR CIRCLE 
Our next meeting on Tuesday, 3rd December, will 
be our last till after the New Year.  Our 
entertainment is Ian Walker, a professional 
musician.   
We would wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a 
happy, healthy New Year.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone again on 7th January 2020, when 
we will have Maureen and David Patterson as our 
speakers.                          
ISABELL GIBSON 

—————————— 
The Whinha’ Bible – Casper’s Story 

Howz it goin?  Ma name is Casper an a wis wan o’ 
the three guys that came lookin’ fur wee baby Jesus.  
People consider me tae be a very wise man.  In ma 
country, they ca’ me a Magi.  A study the stars an 
science.  However, a hiv tae tell ye somethin’ very 
sad aboot ma country, naebody believes in God!   A 
didnae believe in God but somethin’ so amazin’ 
happened tae me that a noo think that there must be 
somethin’ tae this God thing! 
Anyway, here’s whit happened.  Ye see, a hiv 
always studied the stars, so a know a’ aboot them.  
Wan night a saw somethin’ very new in the sky that 
hid never been there afore.  There wis wan really 
bright star.  Efter lookin’ at the star, a knew that a 
should travel tae the town o Bethlehem.  A didnae 
know exactly how a knew, but a knew that a wid fun 
the new king o’ the Jews there.  A wunner, if God 
put that in ma heid?  Anyway, a could hardly wait 
tae see this new king.  A wanted tae gie him gifts an 
praise like a king deserved.  Other magi came wae 
me, ma two pals, Balthazar and Melchior. When we 
got tae Jerusalem we came tae the palace where the 
king o’ the Jews stayed.  His name wis Herod.  We 
asked him where the new king wis.  He seemed 
puzzled an said he wid hiv tae answer us later.  We 
didnae know it at the time but, while we waited, he 
went an asked his advisors whit they knew aboot 
this.  They telt him that the prophets said a lang time 
ago that the Messiah, the real King o the Jews, wid 
be born in Bethlehem.  When the Messiah came, he 
wid be mair important than King Herod.  As ye can 
imagin King Herod didnae want anywan tae be mair 
important than him!  He wis king.  He knew he hid 
tae fun oot where this new king wis.  He hid tae get 
rid o him.  So Herod came back tae us an tried tae 
trick us.  He telt us tae go an fun the newborn king 
so he could go an worship him and gie him honour 
like we wir doin.  He didnae really want tae worship 
the new king – he wanted tae kill him!  He just 
wanted tae follow us so he wid know where the new 
king wis. 
The star shone again so we followed it right tae the 
back o a hoos in Bethlehem.  There we fun Joseph 
an Mary alang wae Mary’s wee boy, Jesus.  They 
telt us how Jesus hid been born in the stable.  They 
telt us a’ aboot the angels singin tae the shepherds 
when they announced his birth.  The other magi and 
I were fair gob smacked and truly amazed!  We 
knew that this wee boy wis truly the new King o the 
Jews.  We gied him some gifts fae oor country, gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  We chose those gifts 

because they are the kind’s o gifts that people gie tae 
a king.  We wanted tae gie Jesus special honour. 
When the ither magi an I went tae sleep we a’ hid a 
dream.  In the dream we wir warned no tae go back 
tae Herod’s palace.  Dae ye think a listened tae ma 
dream?  Well, am no caud a wise man for nothin!  A 
knew that Herod wid try tae hurt this wee boy if we 
telt him where he wis.  So we didnae go back tae the 
palace.  We travelled back hame a different way.  
Joseph also hid a dream. An angel appeared tae him 
an said, “Get up, take the wean an his mither an 
escape tae Egypt.  Stay there until a tell ye.  If you 
dinnae go then Herod will search an fun yer son.  
Then he’ll kill him.”  So Joseph got up at that very 
moment.  In the middle o the night he took his 
faimly oan the lang trip tae Egypt. They wir safe.  It 
wis a good thing that Joseph did act quickly.  When 
the other Magi an I didnae return tae King Herod he 
got very angry. He then ordered his soadjers tae kill 
every single wee Jewish boy unner the age o two.  
He didnae know that Jesus wis already gone so he 
thought that he could kill him this way.  What a sad 
day.  But God kept Jesus safe!  Jesus wis God’s 
special gift tae the world.  We wise men knew that 
Jesus wis special so we wanted tae gie him special 
honour.  You too can gie Jesus special honour by 
obeying him and tellin him how much you love him. 
              CASPER 

————————— 
Lost Sunshine – A Christmas Story 

She lost her sunshine one day, and with that, her 
smile.  Her eyes succumbed to a great flood that left 
her sight dull.  Sadness seemed to roll in over her 
like the clouds over a stormy sea.  Too many months 
went by and too soon another Christmas season was 
upon her.  She remembered a story she once heard 
as a little girl; Three Wise Men on a journey, 
carrying gifts, lost, kind of like her.  She 
remembered the gifts she once held; the gift of 
laughter, love, joy and so many smiles.  Priceless 
gifts like the ones those wise men were carrying that 
night, only they didn't lose theirs.  Holding a star in 
her hand, meant to put atop the Christmas tree she 
was decorating, something suddenly hit her.  Those 
three wise men were looking up high into the sky at 
a most bright star and it was leading them like 
sunshine to their destination.  And so she wondered 
if she too could look up and once again find her 
way, her sunshine, her joy, love and maybe even 
peace.  With a small glimmer of hope, she walked 
out into the cold of night, looking high into the sky 
where she could see above the looming cloud cover.  
It was there, above the clouds, she found her star 
glistening in the sky.  It held her sunshine, her joy, 
her love and too many smiles to count!  It all began 
to slowly fall down upon her, like a fine glitter, 
covering her until she once again shined so bright!  
A soft smile encompassed her face along with the 
warmth of her sunshine.  In the end she realised that 
once she looked above the clouds, there her sunshine 
lived.  It had never left and was always there 
waiting; waiting for her to claim once again. 
Loss hurts; the loss of loved ones, the loss of friends, 
the loss of even ourselves.  Somehow we must look 
above the clouds and storms of life and embrace the 



 

 

gifts we sometimes lose along the way; the gift of 
ourselves, the gifts of memories, love, joy, 
forgiveness and all too often, peace. 
During this season, may you give yourself the 
priceless gift of you!                THERESA GOBER 

——————————— 
Wise Cracker 

The three wise men came to the manger with gifts 
for baby Jesus. They brought gold and 
frankincense........................ But wait, there's myrrh! 
 

More Wise Crackers 
We three kings of Orient are wandering near, 
wandering far,  
trying to find a guiding star as we left our SatNav in 
the car! 
  
Do you know what would have happened if it had 
been Three Wise Women instead of Three Wise 
Men? They would have asked for directions, arrived 
on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, 
made a casserole, brought practical gifts and there 
would be Peace on Earth!             IM Jolly 

————————— 
NEARLY NEW 

Thank you everyone for your support of the Nearly 
New, especially the Christmas Sale.  We wish 
everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas.  The 
Nearly New is now closed until Friday, 7th 
February, 2020. 

————————— 
CAMINO de SANTIAGO October 2020 

in aid of TRAIDCRAFT  EXCHANGE 
   This project has been to fulfil a dream of mine and 
that is to do at least part of the Camino de Santiago, 
an ancient pilgrimage through Europe and Spain to 
Santiago where it is believed the remains of St. 
James, a disciple of Jesus are buried.  It is a physical, 
emotional and spiritual challenge for anyone 
embarking on it, and for me it gave a focus to build 
up my strength and stamina after a difficult time 
with my health.  It is also an opportunity to support a 
charity which does sterling work in encouraging fair 
trade as well as projects overseas. 
   Traidcraft Exchange brings people together, to 
fight injustice in trade.  In its simplest form trade 
should be beneficial for everyone involved. Goods 
and money are exchanged and everyone is better off.  
But global trade doesn't work this way - instead it 
feeds the rich and exploits the poor. It traps people in 
poverty. 
   It's the mission of Traidcraft Exchange to 
challenge the way global trade works - to use the 
power of trade to create lasting solutions to poverty.  
With the support of projects such as the Camino 
challenge and in other ways, we can work towards a 
future where everyone gets a fair income for their 
work, no matter what country they live in. 
   Fundraising Recipe Books will be on sale from 
December and there will be a Hunger Lunch after 
church on Sunday, 8th December.  Cameo are 
holding an Afternoon Tea in 2020.   Please support 
whatever way you can and many thanks for people’s 
generosity already.                      Robbie Hamilton 

————————— 

Out with the old and in with the new! 
It’s hard to believe that we are almost at the end of 
another year! Where has the time gone? As we look 
forward to a fresh start in 2020 here are some ideas 
from Lynda Field in how to feel amazing! 
·         Bring the Skeletons out of the Closet: 
Everyone has thought and done things that they 
wished they hadn’t. We all make mistakes. But if 
you have hidden these things away you are also 
carrying a burden of guilt and shame, as well as the 
fear that they will be revealed. Open the closet and 
bring out your skeletons. Invite them out for an 
airing. Survey each one coolly. Remedy anything 
you can. Let them rattle off in peace. Your energy 
will increase and you will feel amazing! 
·         Reframe your Situation: This might be hard 
to believe, but nothing is actually stressful in itself. 
Stress lies in the eye of the beholder. In other words, 
if you see a person, situation or event as threatening 
you will register stress. Think of a personal situation 
which is a problem for you right now. Visualise the 
problem in glorious technicolour. Now, drain the 
entire colour out of the picture. Shrink the picture 
until it disappears. Replace it with a bright, new, 
positive image in which all you problems have been 
resolved. Reframe your negative picture to take the 
stress out of your life. Think positively you will feel 
amazing! 
·         Use Time Happily: Are you managing your 
time efficiently and happily? Are you able to make 
time for the things you love to do? List the way your 
time is used in different activities throughout the 
week. Now list these activities that give you the 
most fulfillment. Compare your lists. What are the 
differences between the two? How could you 
manage your time to allow for more personal 
satisfaction? Learn to make the very best use of your 
time it is your most valuable resource. Do this and 
you will feel amazing! 
So there we have it three simple ideas of how we 
can enter another New Year and feel amazing! Go 
on, try it, you know you want too! Good health and 
happiness to all in 2020.                            The Editor 

————————— 
How they Forecast Cold Weather 

One day in early September the chief of a Native 
American tribe was asked by his tribal elders if the 
winter of 2011/12 was going to be cold or mild.  The 
chief asked his medicine man, but he too had lost 
touch with the reading signs from the natural world 
around the Great Lakes.  In truth, neither of them 
had any idea about how to predict the coming 
winter.  However, the chief decided to take a 
modern approach, and rang the National Weather 
Service in New Buffalo Michigan.  'Yes, it is going 
to be a cold winter,' the meteorological officer told 
the chief.  
Consequently, he went back to his tribe and told the 
men to collect plenty of firewood.  A fortnight later 
the chief called the Weather Service and asked for 
an update. ‘ Are you still forecasting a cold winter?' 
he asked.  'Yes, very cold', the weather officer told 
him.  As a result of this brief conversation the chief 
went back to the tribe and told his people to collect 
every bit of wood they could find.  A month later the 



 

 

chief called the National Weather Service once more 
and asked about the coming winter.  'Yes,' he was 
told, 'it is going to be one of the coldest winters ever.  
''How can you be so sure?' the chief asked. The 
weatherman replied: 'Because the Native Americans 
of the Great Lakes are collecting wood like crazy.' 
           Jack Frost 

Two Babies in the Manger 
In 1994, two Americans answered an invitation from 
the Russian Department of Education to teach 
morals and ethics (based on biblical principles) in 
public schools. They were invited to teach at prisons, 
businesses, the fire and police departments and a 
large orphanage. About 100 boys and girls who had 
been abandoned, abused, and left in the care of a 
government-run programme were in the orphanage. 
They relate the following story in their own words: 
It was nearing the holiday season, 1994, time for our 
orphans to hear, for the first time, the traditional 
story of Christmas. We told them about Mary and 
Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. Finding no room in 
the inn, the couple went to a stable, where the baby 
Jesus was born and placed in a manger. Throughout 
the story, the children and orphanage staff sat in 
amazement as they listened. Some sat on the edges 
of their stools, trying to grasp every word. 
Completing the story, we gave the children three 
small pieces of cardboard to make a crude manger. 
Each child was given a small paper square, cut from 
yellow napkins I had brought with me. No coloured 
paper was available in the city. Following 
instructions, the children tore the paper and carefully 
laid strips in the manger for straw. Small squares of 
flannel (cut from a worn-out nightgown an American 
lady was throwing away as she left Russia), were 
used for the baby's blanket.   A doll-like baby was 
cut from tan felt we had brought from the United 
States. The orphans were busy assembling their 
manger as I walked among them to see if they 
needed any help.  All went well until I got to one 
table where little Misha sat. He looked to be about 6-
years-old and had finished his project.  As I looked 
at the little boy's manger, I was startled to see not 
one, but two babies in the manger. Quickly, I called 
for the translator to ask the lad why there were two 
babies in the manger. Crossing his arms in front of 
him and looking at this completed manger scene, the 
child began to repeat the story very seriously. For 
such a young boy, who had only heard the Christmas 
story once, he related the happenings accurately until 
he came to the part where Mary put the baby Jesus in 
the manger.  Then Misha started to ad-lib.  He made 
up his own ending to the story as he said: 
"And when Mary laid the baby in the manger, Jesus 
looked at me and asked me if I had a place to stay. I 
told him I have no mamma and I have no papa, so I 
don't have any place to stay.  Then Jesus told me I 
could stay with Him.  But I told him I couldn't, 
because I didn't have a gift to give Him like 
everybody else did.”  "But I wanted to stay with 
Jesus so much, so I thought about what I had that 
maybe I could use for a gift.  I thought maybe if I 
kept Him warm, that would be a good gift."  So I 
asked Jesus, "If I keep you warm, will that be a good 
enough gift?"  And Jesus told me, 'If you keep me 

warm that will be the best gift anybody ever gave 
me."  So I got into the manger, and then Jesus 
looked at me and He told me I could stay with Him 
for always.  As little Misha finished his story, his 
eyes brimmed full of tears that splashed down his 
little cheeks.  Putting his hand over his face, his head 
dropped to the table and his shoulders shook as he 
sobbed and sobbed.  The little orphan had found 
someone who would never abandon nor abuse him, 
someone who would stay with him for always. 
And the Americans?  They had learned the lesson 
they had come there to teach that it is not what you 
have in your life, but who you have in your life that 
really counts.  We all should give thanks for the 
people that "keep us"- in life - and for all of God's 
many blessings to us: freedom from want, life, love, 
togetherness, and for the enduring love of Jesus 
Christ, the one person who keeps us warm and safe 
for always.  Have a lovely Christmas and best 
wishes for the New Year ahead.       The Editor 

————————— 
Christmas Wishes 
    If I had Christmas wishes that you would grant to 
me, of anything I'd ever want there are only three. 
    The sun is my first wish for you to give to me 
it is like my love for you burning for all eternity 
    The moon is the next wish it represents my heart 
in all the different phases signifies the times we are 
apart 
    The last one I would wish for would be the 
brightest star one that would light the path to show 
me where you are 
    The sun the moon the stars are closer than they 
seem for Christmas Wishes are merely but my 
dream.                                                      C Ferguson 

————————— 
PRAYER  POINTS 

 *   Pray for all who will be taking part in services 
over Advent and Christmas: the Minister, the              
Organist and Choir, readers, participants, Sunday 
Club and Bible Class that they might do so in a 
way that not only is a blessing to them but also 
many others. 
 *   Pray for all visitors who come and join us that all 
of us will find a way to welcome them and share 
something of our faith for them that as they come 
they might keep on coming. 
 *   Pray for the school services taking place at the 
Church and in the schools that all involved might 
bring to might what and who is at the heart of this 
season. 
 *   Pray for all who find this time of year difficult – 
those ill at home or in hospital, those recently 
bereaved and those still finding it hard to pick up 
the pieces after bereavement. 
 *   Pray for those who will not get a break at this 
time of year – those in our armed forces, those in 
caring professions, those many folk working to 
keep necessary services going. 
 *   Pray for Laura in all her work as Pastoral 
Assistant and with her focus on nurture. 
 *   Pray for the work of Monklands Women’s Aid. 

————————— 
 
 



 

 

A Letter to Santa from a Mum 
Dear Santa, 
I’ve been a good mum all year. I’ve fed, cleaned and 
cuddled my two children on demand, visited the 
doctor’s office more than my doctor, sold sixty-two 
cases of candy bars to raise money to plant a shade 
tree on the school playground and figured out how to 
attach nine patches onto my daughter’s girl scout 
sash with staples and a glue gun. I was hoping you 
could spread my list out over several Christmases, 
since I had to write this letter with my son’s red 
crayon, on the back of a receipt in the laundry room 
between cycles, and who knows when I’ll find any 
more free time in the next 18 years. 
Here are my Christmas wishes: 
I’d like a pair of legs that don’t ache after a day of 
chasing kids (in any colour, except purple, which I 
already have) and arms that don’t flap in the breeze 
but are strong enough to carry a screaming toddler 
out of the sweetie aisle in the supermarket.  I’d also 
like a waist, since I lost mine somewhere in the 
seventh month of my last pregnancy.  If you’re 
hauling big ticket items this year I’d like a car with 
fingerprint resistant windows and a radio that only 
plays adult music; a television that doesn’t broadcast 
any programmes containing talking animals; and a 
refrigerator with a secret compartment behind the 
crisper where I can hide to talk on the phone.  On the 
practical side, I could use a talking daughter doll that 
says, “Yes, Mummy” to boost my parental 
confidence, along with one potty-trained toddler, 
two kids who don’t fight and three pairs of jeans that 
will zip all the way up without the use of power 
tools.  I could also use a recording of Tibetan monks 
chanting, “Don’t eat in the living room” and ‘Take 
your hands off your brother,’ because my voice 
seems to be just out of my children’s hearing range 
and can only be heard by the dog.  And please don’t 
forget the Playdoh Travel Pack, the hottest stocking 
stuffer this year for mothers of preschoolers.   
It comes in three fluorescent colours and is 
guaranteed to crumble on any carpet making the in-
laws’ house seem just like mine.  If it’s too late to 
find any of these products, I’d settle for enough time 
to brush my teeth and comb my hair in the same 
morning, or the luxury of eating food warmer than 
room temperature without it being served in a 
Tupperware container.  If you don’t mind I could 
also use a few Christmas miracles to brighten the 
holiday season.  Would it be too much trouble to 
declare ketchup a vegetable?  It will clear my 
conscience immensely.  It would be helpful if you 
could coerce my children to help around the house 
without demanding payment as if they were the 
bosses of an organised crime family; or if my toddler 
didn’t look so cute sneaking downstairs to eat 
contraband ice cream in his pyjamas at midnight. 
Well, Santa, the buzzer on the dryer is ringing and 
my son saw my feet under the laundry room door. I 
think he wants his crayon back.  Have a safe trip and 
remember to leave your wet boots by the chimney 
and come in and dry off by the fire so you don’t 
catch a cold.  Help yourself to cookies on the table 
but don’t eat too many or leave crumbs on the 
carpet. 

Yours Always…Mum. 
P.S. – One more thing… you can cancel all my 
requests if you can keep my children young enough 
to believe in Santa! 

————————— 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful Contacts 
Minister                    : Revd Robert A Hamilton 01236763022. 
Session Clerk      : T. Fraser Gillespie      01236 604860. 
Treasurer      : David J. Watt           01698 853921. 
Organist      : David J. Stewart             07774 674345. 
Roll Keeper      : W. Allister Jack             01236 767898. 
Hall Convener      : Robert W. Forrest            01236 767210. 


