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Message from the Vestry:
Dear Friends,

May I begin by saying how grateful I am for the warm welcome I have received since starting as your
Locum Minister. You have been well served by all those who have ministered during the vacancy, and 1
hope I can make my own small contribution until your new minister is appointed. It has been a pleasure
meeting many of you already, and please remember that I am here to help in any way I can.

Recently, during a service with the children, I spoke about how impossible it is to measure God. He is
beyond our understanding, and His love stretches from everlasting to everlasting. Time, as we all know, is
both precious and uncertain, and so it must be treasured. My dear mum always ended many of her thoughts
with the words, “God willing.” Now I understand why.

In James Chapter 4 we read:

“Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on
business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life?
You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”

Our plans are fragile, and perhaps even futile, unless we seek God’s guidance. We can never presume upon
God for either the timing or success of our plans.

The Psalmist expresses it simply and beautifully:
“Teach us, O God, how short our life is, so that we may become wise.” (Ps 90)

When we recognise the brevity of life, we can place our complete trust in the One to whom a thousand years
are like a single day. He gives us strength for today and hope for tomorrow, no matter what comes our way.
We live, work, and worship according to God’s design and purpose. That means placing our lives into His
hands and receiving each day as a blessing.

As you enter this new phase of vacancy, with the post now advertised, I know there will be much
anticipation about who will eventually become your minister. You will naturally want to make plans for the
future and look forward with excitement to what lies ahead for you, both as a church and as individual
members.

Yet our times are in God’s hands. Seek His presence and His power, and be patient, trusting that He knows
what lies ahead and will provide for all your needs.

Blessings to you all,
Maggie

General Assembly 2026

This year’s General Assembly was held from the 15th to 18th May at the Assembly Hall on the Mound,
Edinburgh. The Rev Gordon Kennedy, minister of Craiglockhart Parish Church in Edinburgh, was installed
as the new Moderator and will be the Church's new ambassador at home and abroad throughout the next 12
months, succeeding Rt Rev Rosie Frew. Mr Kennedy grew up in Glasgow, attended Crookston Castle
Secondary School and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of
Strathclyde. Between, 1985 and 1989 he worked for Strathclyde Regional Council in the roads department,
before leaving to study a Bachelor of Divinity degree at the University of Glasgow.

He did his probation at Bearsden North Parish Church in Bearsden, East Dunbartonshire from 1992-1993
before taking up his first full-time ministry role at New Cumnock Parish Church in East Ayrshire. He served
there until 2000 before moving to Portpatrick Parish Church linked with St Ninian's Parish Church in
Stranraer, Wigtownshire. In 2012 he became the minister at Craiglockhart. Over his 32 years of ministry, he
has held multiple leadership roles in three presbyteries as well as the national Church.



He is married to Rev Fiona Kennedy, an OLM (Ordained Local Minister) who works with churches in
Edinburgh, and the couple have two adult sons, John and Andrew, who is married to Bonnie. Mr Kennedy
hopes to use the position to support and encourage local church members in their mission to follow and
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Some Key Messages from the Moderator:

e "If we're going to be disciples of Jesus, let's be disciples of Jesus, let's not hide that, let's not be
ashamed and we should be confident and bold.

e "We know Jesus as our Lord and Saviour so let's walk in His way and that will lead us into paths of
service in our community which are outward facing."

* "Being well informed and being active in prayer are two things that we can do and let's try not to
panic because the danger is we spiral and think ‘everything is terrible and it's never going to get
better' and we end up doing nothing - let's trust God and pray."

* "If we are going to be relevant to the 95% of folks who don't know Jesus, we need to align ourselves
to God and his mission through our prayers, and then be empowered by God's Spirit to step out in the
direction He is leading us."

* "We need an active call to discipleship to encourage people to come and join us and stay, while
challenging non-Christians around us to follow Jesus.”

* "Going to Church is life transforming, it's joining in on Jesus's mission to renew and restore all
things - justice, peace, mercy. The Gospel can address all of these and if you start following Jesus,
you will have an opportunity to engage in God's mission to renew and transform.™

e "Jesus is King and you can get to be part of his mission of transforming all creation, it's not a passive
invitation, it's an invitation to action."”

e "Jesus loves you and you can trust him, so why not get to know him. Those who already know it
need encouraged to keep knowing it and to grow in knowing Jesus more. Those who don't know
Jesus for themselves as Saviour and Lord, need to hear the Good News told in ways that they can
understand and engage with.”

* "Share the Gospel, it is really important, and the key message is ‘there is hope and God loves you'.”

Assembly News

His Majesty the King emphasised the importance of Scotland's shared Christian
heritage and the ability of Christians to be a unifying influence in his letter to the
General Assembly.

The King's representative to the General Assembly has praised church members for
their dedication and kindness to others.

Church challenged to embrace change for growth - The Church of Scotland cannot cut
its way to sustainability, the General Assembly was warned, and instead must look
towards a vision of growth.

Church of Scotland members have been urged to welcome refugees into their churches and communities.
The Church of Scotland has apologised for its historical relationships with chattel slavery.

The General Assembly has voted to appoint Trinity College at the University of Glasgow as the Church of
Scotland's lead academic partner for the training of national Ministers of Word and Sacrament and Deacons.

The Church of Scotland Guild has raised more than £224,000 for its four project partners over the last 12
months.

With an annual budget of £61 million to deliver cradle-to-the grave social care services provided by 1,700
staff and 300 volunteers, CrossReach is the Church of Scotland at its "very best".

The Church of Scotland was invited to take a strategic look at how it cares for churches and other buildings
and ask whether it needs to take a new approach to the challenge.

Full information on all of these news items plus many more can be found on the Church of Scotland
website: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events
Roving Reporter



Another Remarkable Story!

The disciples of Jesus were understandably awestruck after His resurrection. They thought they had lost Him
on the cross and now they didn’t want to let Him go away again. But Jesus explained that though he would
be returning to His Father in heaven, He would not leave them — or us — alone. He told them, “And now I
will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes
and fills you with power from heaven.” Soon after Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples made their way
to the upper room in Jerusalem where they waited for the promised Holy Spirit to arrive.

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were praying together in Jerusalem, waiting on the promise of
Jesus. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm. Then, what looked
like flames appeared and settled on each of them. Everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and
began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.

This was one of the most important moments in human history. Before the day of Pentecost, God and
mankind were separated by sin. Because of the death of Jesus Christ, which paid for that sin, God and man
could now be reconciled. Then, as a result of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit can now reside with believing
human beings on a continual basis.

Pentecost was the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy of God dwelling continually with mankind:

No other religion even hints at the possibility of God being not only personal, but actually communing with
humans. The apostle Peter explains that the Old Testament prophets wondered at their own prophecies
concerning the sufferings of Christ and then the glories to follow. Then he made this remarkable statement:
‘And now this Good News has been announced to you by those who preached in the power of the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen.
Imagine the angels marvelling at the fact that the Holy God of Heaven would come to earth in human form.
And then, after dying a painful death on the cross to pay for the sins of mankind, He would send His Holy
Spirit to live within the hearts of believers forever. It is truly remarkable.’
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How the Holy Spirit Works in Our Lives
In addition to helping us, the Holy Spirit will also do these things in the life of a Bible believing Christian:

The Holy Spirit as our guide: The Apostle Paul wrote that the Spirit of God has been sent to guide those
who are the children of God. It is by the Holy Spirit that God speaks to us.

The Holy Spirit gives us wisdom: The Apostle Paul also writes of the wisdom we can receive from God by
the Holy Spirit. “If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be given to you. God is
generous and won’t correct you for asking. We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who
is from God, that we might understand the things freely given to us by God.”

The Holy Spirit gives power to live for God: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord
of hosts.” With the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we are able to accomplish the plans God has for our
lives. Jesus made this promise just before he ascended into heaven: “...but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses ... to the remotest part of the earth.

The Holy Spirit helps us become like Jesus: We need the Holy Spirit to lead us to salvation through
Christ. Give us His desire for us to live holy lives. Strengthen us to resist temptation to sin and disobey God.
Comfort and encourage us when we miss the mark. Give us wisdom and discernment in our choices of
friends, entertainment, hobbies, etc. And encourage us through ongoing Bible reading, prayer, and
fellowship with other believers.

The Holy Spirit is a person, so you can speak to Him as part of the Trinity. Today, invite the Holy Spirit to
come into your life or back into your life to begin or restart the work of making you more like Jesus. It is
both a wonderful relationship and a glorious adventure. What are you waiting for?

The Editor



Coffee Morning

The last Coffee Moming of this session will be held on Saturday, 6™ June 2026. We would like to thank all
our helpers and everyone who supported us each month. This was very much appreciated. The first Coffee
Morning of the new session will be held on Saturday, 5™ September 2026 and we will look forward to
seeing everyone once again. Irene and Mairi

Many Thanks
As we approach the summer months and the holiday period, when many folks are thinking of getting away
from it all for some rest and relaxation, can I, on behalf of the Kirk Session thank you, the Congregation for
your support week by week in attending worship whether in person or on-line. For your support of the Kirk
Session and Office Bearers, our Locum Ministers and also the organisations you are involved in. We are
also very grateful for all the volunteers who give of their time in many different ways which helps in the
smooth running of our church. So a round of applause to you all.
The next stage of the Vacancy process continues and like all things, the last mile always seems to be the
longest. Your patience and perseverance with the process is greatly appreciated. So whatever you have
planned over the summer period, please enjoy the rest and relaxation.

David Walker Session Clerk

Summer Holidays of Yesteryear!

Back in the day the summer holiday was a big thing especially in the 1950°s and
1960°s. How many people can remember those days? Family holidays were taken in
the school holidays and living in Airdrie that was usually during the ‘Glasgow Fair’
fortnight, which was the last two weeks in July, when all the factories and local works
closed down. Families went for one week or two, usually to somewhere by “the
seaside’. Even if you did not get away for a holiday, daytrips, ‘bus-runs’ to the seaside
were very popular, especially to the Ayrshire coast or a day ‘Doon the Watter on a
Paddle Steamer to Millport, Rothesay and Dunoon.

I remember that for a week before we went away I had to wear my auld clothes as all the decent stuff was
being washed, dried and ironed ready to pack. A bucket, spade and a ball were the only toys needed for a
day on the beach. Nobody knew the dangers of sunburn and sun creams were little more than moisturiser. So
we burned. Then we put calamine lotion on the sore bits!

Unless you travelled by choo choo train, traffic jams were a feature of summer travel. This was before
motorways, dual carriageways and bypasses and also nobody went abroad on holiday. Everyone stayed
fairly local and places were busy and buzzing! There was a great atmosphere with everyone out to enjoy
themselves — the beaches, the paddling pools, the putting greens not forgetting the ‘shows’, the carnival.
Everybody sent postcards. My mother used to take her address book away on holiday and would spend ages
writing cards to all her friends and relatives. I think her list of postcard recipients was probably the same as
her Christmas one.

We rarely ate out — money was tight — and when we did it would be a local chippy! A black pudding supper
was a family favourite and later we discovered both white and red puddings! I think they were a local
delicacy in Fife. On a rainy day when it was perhaps too wet and cold for a picnic, even in July, you just
carried on regardless, eating your soggy sandwiches.

The holiday was planned months in advance. There was no lastmimute.com then. Everything was arranged
by post — again no phones and computers away back then. I have no idea how my mother and father found
the caravans we stayed in. Mind you, Leven in Fife was our regular haunt and repeat bookings had a lot to
do with it.

Things are indeed a lot different today with many families flying here there and everywhere across the
globe. But back then, travelling to Ayr or Girvan or heading to Portobello or Port Seton was like travelling
to the other side of the world! And guess what? Looking back - those days and holidays were the best!

“When summer came in years gone past, the golden days seemed built to last. With ice cream smiles and
sandy feet and sunshine warming every street. We chased the waves along the shore, built castles high and
wished for more. Long evenings filled with games and play and laughter drifting through the day. Sweet
memories linger, soft and clear — the summer holidays of yesteryear.’

George Randall



Jack Milne
Mr John Milne (Jack) one of our Church Elders sadly passed away recently. Jack was active in the life and
work of the congregations of both Wellwynd and New Wellwynd. He was a diligent District Elder, a
member of the Committee of Management, Preses for a number of years and a member of the Choir. Jack
was a true gentleman in every sense of the word and took a keen interest in the people he met. He always
had a smile for everyone, a smile that will be sadly missed. Jack was ordained to the Eldership in Wellwynd
on the 27" October 1968. There was no doubting Jack’s strong faith and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ with
whom he is now at rest. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jennifer, Ian and Kirsty and the wider family at
this sad time.

Gentleman Jack

A loving husband, steadfast and true

A devoted father the whole way through

With gentle words and a kindly hand

A true gentleman, admired throughout the land.

A man of faith, with a heart sincere

Whose quiet strength brought comfort near
Though he has left this earthly shore

His love and grace live evermore.

In treasured memories he will remain
Beyond all sorrow, beyond all pain
Forever loved, forever dear

Jack’s spirit lives, forever near.

George Randall

Thank You

Moira Gartshore would like to thank the New Wellwynd congregation for the beautiful floral arrangement
she received following her recent surgery and stay in hospital. Thank you also for all the lovely cards and
telephone calls, the thoughtfulness and kindness of her Church family was very much appreciated.

May Nicol would like to thank the congregation for the lovely flowers she received on the occasion of her
90" birthday.

Isobel Sorbie would like to thank the congregation for the beautiful floral arrangement she received
recently. The kindness and thoughtfulness were greatly appreciated and the beautiful arrangement
brightened up her day.

Cathie and Jim Stevenson would like to thank the congregation for the beautiful flowers they received
recently. They send their best wishes and are keeping everyone in their thoughts and prayers.

Mary Cameron wishes to thank the congregation for the beautiful floral arrangement she recently received,
which was most thoughtful and kind.

Joyce Hamilton would like to thank the congregation for the lovely flowers she received following the
death of her husband Derek. They were very much appreciated.

A Thank you from Liz and the Nearly New
The Nearly New first opened on Friday, 5" November 2006. For the first two years I was helped by two
gentlemen from Dad’s Army, my dearest absent friends Bert Frame and John Sommerville. Over the years,
have had many friends from the congregation helping out. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each
and every one who helped. Starting with our absent friends Cath Riddle, Anne McFarlane and Anne
Learmonth. My other helping friends over the years, Jean Snowden, Elsie McCallum, Wilma Davidson.
Margaret Markie, Mary Young, Anne and Alan Gillespie, Cathie Aitchison, John Clydesdale, Moira
MacLeod and Christine Gibb. A big thank you to the congregation, the local community and to family and
friends for all their donations, they were greatly appreciated. All helped to make the Nearly New successful.
The total sum raised over the years was £60042.50. The team would also like to take this opportunity to
thank the Kirk Session and congregation for the beautiful floral arrangements, cards and thank you letters
received on our retirement. So unexpected, but very much appreciated.

Liz and the Team



CAMEO

It’s hard to believe that another CAMEO session has drawn to a close. Throughout the year we welcomed
various guest speakers including John our Church Organist, Les our Locum Minister, and representatives
from various charities including Cancer Awareness and St Andrew’s Hospice. We also organised some fun
social evenings including a Beetle Drive and our Advent Meeting. Our final event was the Church Seniors
Outing to Largs, where a great day was had by all. Many thanks to all those who attended our meetings and
supported the group throughout the session. Wishing everyone a nice pleasant summer.

Jean Kinniburgh

34 Airdrie Brownies

We have enjoyed another fun and adventurous second half of our session since
returning in January. In February, we enjoyed a joint Thinking Day celebration at the
Tryst leisure centre in Cumbernauld along with Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from
all over North Lanarkshire. In March, we participated in a joint Airdrie Division
sports day with all our guiding friends from all over Airdrie. This was a great day
where we played crazy golf, enjoyed Bollywood dancing, learned new football skills
and had fun on the bouncy castles.

In our weekly unit meetings we have been working hard on our badge work and learning all about having
adventures and staying safe while exploring outdoors. We have also had fun playing games, singing and
enjoying Easter crafts. As the session comes to a close with a summer party, we look forward to recognising
the hard work the girls have put in over the year, with 5 of them about to receive their Brownie Gold award,
the highest award a Brownie can achieve. Many congratulations to Emma, Cara, Anja, Lucy and Lucia. We
look forward to returning in August after the summer break.

Lorna Kinniburgh
Church Notices
Morning worship every Sunday at 11.00am. &
Sacrament of Holy Communion — Sunday, 14" June.
Tea and coffee will be served in the Church Hall after morning worship.

Joint Summer Services

In the month of July, we will once again join with St. Columba’s and Jackson for Joint Summer Services as
follows:

Sunday, 12" July — Morning worship at 11.00am in Jackson — Preacher — Rev Kay Gilchrist.

Sunday, 19" July — Morning worship at 11.30am in St Columba’s — Preacher — Rev Margaret Currie.
Sunday, 26" July — Morning worship at 11.00am in New Wellwynd — Preacher — Rev Maggie McArthur.
Sunday, 2™ August — Morning worship resumes within each individual congregation.

Delve in at Twelve - Wednesday Services at 12 noon

Sacrament of Holy Communion — Wednesday, 17 June.

Our mid-week services — Delve in @ 12 will continue throughout the month of June but will be suspended
during the months of July and August as in previous years. All being well, Delve in @ 12 will resume on
Wednesday, 2™ September 2026 at 12 Noon. Once again, we wish to thank our willing rota of preachers
who take a turn in leading our mid-week service for their continued help and support of the congregation.

Useful Contacts
Locum Minister: Rev Maggie McArthur 07799556367

Session Clerk: David Walker 01236 747075 Treasurer: David Watt 01698 853921
Roll Keeper: Moira Gartshore 01236 761001 Organist: John Urquhart 07725832088
Hall Convener: John Clydesdale 07512912016 Gift Aid: David Walker 01236 747075

Magazine Editor: George Randall 01236 763102 or 07738089762




Kids’ Corner
The Story of the Wind and the Promise

Long ago, after Jesus had risen from the dead, His friends, the disciples, were filled with joy. He
had come back to them, eaten with them, talked with them, and reminded them of all He had taught.
For forty days, Jesus stayed with them. He told them stories about God’s Kingdom and reminded
them to love one another.

One sunny morning, Jesus led His disciples up a hill called the Mount of Olives. The breeze was

soft, and the sky was bright blue. The disciples gathered close. “Lord.” one of them asked, “what
happens next?”

Jesus smiled kindly. “Go back to Jerusalem and wait,” He said. “Soon, God will send you a special
helper -the Holy Spirit. He will give you courage and guide you.”

Then Jesus lifted His hands and blessed them. And suddenly, something amazing happened. As the
disciples watched, Jesus began to rise higher and higher into the sky! Up He went, above the
hilltops, above the trees, until a cloud gently hid Him from their sight. The disciples stood staring
upward in wonder.

Just then, two angels appeared beside them. “Why are you looking into the sky?” the angels asked.
“Jesus has gone to heaven, but one day He will come again.” The disciples felt both amazed and
hopeful. They hurried back to Jerusalem and waited, just as Jesus had told them.

They prayed together every day. Then, ten days later, something extraordinary happened. It was the
feast of Pentecost, and many people from all over the world had come to Jerusalem. The disciples
were gathered together in one room when -

WHOOOOSH!

A sound like a mighty rushing wind filled the house. The room shook
with the power of it. Then they saw what looked like little flames of fire
resting above each person’s head. But it did not burn.

It was the Holy Spirit—just as Jesus had promised.

At once, the disciples felt brave and joyful. They began praising God in
different languages they had never learned before. Outside, people from
many lands heard them speaking. “How can this be?” they asked in
amazement. “We hear them speaking in our own languages!”

Then Peter stood up boldly. “This is God’s promise!” he told the crowd. “Jesus is alive, He is with
God in heaven, and He has sent His Spirit to us!”

That day, many people believed and chose to follow Jesus. And from that moment on, the disciples
were no longer afraid. The Holy Spirit gave them courage to share God’s love with the whole world.

And that same Spirit is still with God’s people today—Ilike a gentle wind, a warm fire, and a quiet
voice reminding us:

“You are never alone!”
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